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]J[_, S) ¢ OEINAWAN MAYORAL ELECTION
sappartgre of pro-Communist mayor EKsmejiro Sensga of laha, the

6 August 1987

-

capital city of Okimnawas, have woan 12 seais in the 30-member city
asgembly in the election held on 4 Augest, ¢©f the remplining

18 seats, the anti-Senags group obtalned 17 and & conservaiive
independent one semt., This could give the pro-SBenaghk forces
suificient seats to block any further moves to oust the mayor by
means oi s no-confidence vote,

After a voie of no-confidence in June, Senags dissolved the sssembly
and called for an slectiou. A second vote of no~confidence by the
new assembly would then be required to force the mayor to resigu.
¥or this vote, however, two-thirds of the 30-member anasembly amust
be present slthough only a simple majority of thom preseant is
required to carry a vote ageinet the mmyor., With 12 seats under
their control, the pro-Semmga group may attempt to prevent a uo-
caonfidence vote by absenting themselves from the assembly whenever
guch a vote is proposed,

Two of the slleged pro-Bennga group, bowever, are members of the
Socislist Mmsses Party whose leaders have said they would not
boycott the asseably, presumably in any call ior s no-confidence
vote, If this bolds true, the anti-Senags forces can obtailn the
secessary guorum to deteat Senaga, His position might also be
wenkened by the fact that coatiaued prepbsals of so-coniideace
motions with ousuing boycott of the assembly could lead to an

impasse in the transaction of necessary city business that would

be intolerable, Such a sitostion in turn might persunde the
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Among the posspible reasons for the victory of Senaga's supporters
was factionmlism smong conmervatives, They further diluted their
streagth by runaing an escessive number of candidates. The leitist
elementis, led by Senags, conducted a vigorous campaign &nd
identified themselves as champilons of CGkinawan grisvances agrinst
the United Btates,

¥our alternatives remain for the vuster of Senagmn: (1) = merger
of nearby Mawashi City with Naha, which would require a new mayoral
election; (2) smendment of the municipal election limaw by the
gkinawan legisiature to disqualify ex-convicts from office (Senaga
has been convicted of harborisg s crisinoal); (3) eaaciment of
legimlaticn barrisg Communists from holding office; and {(4) appli~
cation of the recall system through publiic petition.
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Reference General Cabell's question
on how many supporters did Okinawan mayor
Senaga have in last assembly: the answer
is 6.

However at the vote of no confidence
on 17 June, 3 of these 6 voted against him

and 3 abstained.
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